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meat. The economic loss front sheep and ASSENT TO EflLS.
other stock diseases is considerable. I gk ~e
thle departmental officials credit for doing
their best to ascertain the cause of the
sheep disease. At the same time the Coy-
erment mlust be prepared to spend a great
deal more money on this investigation.
Probably they wvill have to provide bet'er
laboratories. The officers of the depart-
inent are working hard and I hope that
before long they will discover the cause of
the disease from which sheep are dying.
When we discuss the items I shall have
some remarks to offer on other matters. I
urge the Government not to hesitate when
little requests for the provision of a track-
ing yard or other facilities that will not
involve great expenditure are made by the
settlers. Such little conveniences should
not be turned down on the plea that funds
are not available. Above all the Govern-
ment should not hesitate to spend a few
p~ounlds to advertise Western Australia in
the other States. I congratulate the Gov-
erment upon the sound and floarishilli;
state of the finances, which I hope will
continue in that state.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.30 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

M~essalge from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:

1, Married Women's Protection Act
Amendment.

2, Shipping Ordinance Amendment.
3, Co-operative and Provident Societies

Act Amendment.

QUESTIONS (2)-INE WORKER,

Relief Fund.

Hon. J. E. DODfl asked the Chief Secre-
tary: Hbw much money has been contri-
buted to the Mine W orkers' Relief Fund to
the 30th June, 1.926, by (a) the employers;
(b) the employees; (c) the Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
contributions made to the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund up to 30th Junle, 1926, have
heen-(a) By the employers, £E59,611; (b)
By the employees, £59,470; (c) By the Gov-
ertinent, £C66,125j.

State Insurance Claims. etc.

Holl. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, How many claims have been made
on the State for mining- employees (a) on
account of accidents; (b) wider the Third
Schedule, since the inception of State in-
surlance? 2, What is the total amount of
compensation paid under each heading? 3,
W~hat amount is still outstanding under
these claims if full compensation is paid?
4, What amount fins 'been paid in pre-
miuss

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) 272; (b) 14. 2, (a) £C2,929 2s. ld.;
(b) £1.74 8s. 9d. 3, The information
is not at present available. 4, Though
premiunms are assessed annually, most of the
nminng companies are allowed to pay the
ainnual premium in instalmients, some
monthly, some quarterly. 5, The annual pre-
mium income from mining companies is
£45,938 19s. 7d.,, and the instalments paid
uip to date total £.18,204 6is. 2d.

NOTICE OF MOTION-CITY
MARKETS.

Order read for the moving of the follow-
ing motion by the Hon. C. F. Bater:-

That all papers relating to the establish-
mueat of city markets be laid on the Table of
thle House.
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HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.361: The
Thief Secretary placed me under the neces-
;ity of giving notice of this motion. I
isked, by way of question, for the produc-
.ion of the papers, and the Minister replied
hat I had better give notice of motion and
nove for them. Since doing that I have dis-
overed a way out of the difficulty and will

De able to obtain the information. With
.he leave of the House I desire to withdraw
my notice.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [4.37]; 1 suggested that
the honl. member should table a motion for
bhe papers, not that there w'as any objection
to producing then,but for other reasons that

Ihave already explained to the House.
WVhere an hon. member desires the produc-
tion of files, no matter how simple the mat-
ter may be, it should be done in accordance
wvith a motion passed by the House in order
that the Minister producing the papers may
be protected. He would not be protected if
he tabled papers simply in response to a
question.

Notice of motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILL-GUARDIANSHIP oF
INPANTS.

Read a third time and returned to
Assembly with amendments.

tile

BILL-PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. 3. M.
Drew --CentraI) [4.3q];: I move-

That the Bill he now read a third time.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[4.40] : Unfortunately I was not present
when the Bill was discussed and I should
like to draw the attention of the Minister
to one phase of it. I hope he will see fit
to postpone further consid,'ration of the Bill
with a view to insci-ting- an amendment that
hie, as Minister for Education, considers
most appropriate to meet the circumstances.
Doubtless owing to an oversight some- hard-
ship may be inflicted upon a section of the
community who can leaAt afford to bear it.
1 refer to the amendment of the compulsory

provisions of the Act, particularly to the
proviso contained in Subelause 3 of Clause 5
of the Bill. The Act provides that children
of a certain ago shall attend school, even
though they have to travel by conveyance.
The proviso reads-

Provided also that,' subject to the regula-
tions, a grant at a prescribed rate per day
may be made to the parent or guardian of a
child who rides to school, in lieu of the pro-
vision by the Minister of any other means of
conveyance; and in such ease the Minister shall
be deemed to have provided a satisfactory
means of conveyance within the meaning of
paragraphs (dt) and (e) of this section.

There is no difficulty in respect of a small
farmer wvho has a conveyance, whose child-
1-enl ay thus he taken to school and wvho
receives the allowance; but beyond the pre-
scribed distance for walking there may be
farm emplo 'yees having two, three or four
Children of school-groing age. It is not obli-
gatorv onl the employer to provide a vehicle
for the conveya-nce of those children to
school. and the worker mayv not hav-e the
capital to do so, although he would be en-
titled to receive the allowance if he did have
.a conveyance. The proviso will create a
difficulty it) that it will bring the farm
worker, who is not in a position to provide
a vehicle, into the piosition of having to send
his children to school, or become liable tinder
the measure. Anyone who lives in the coun-
try will realise that the proviso alters the
vx isting la"-. It may be suggested that a

n who can employ a married farm wvorker
and prov-ide him with wages and accoatmoda-
tion should also be in a position to provide
a conveyance. Howvever, there are all kinds
an1 degrees of employers to be considered.
The employer in question might still be in
the struggling stage. Moreover, the convey-
ance would, in the circumstances, only be
provided as an act of gr-ace.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central-in reply) [4.46] :No such
hardship as 31r. Stewart has indicated would
lie involved. If the employee to whom Mr.
Stewart alludes does not wish to take ad-
vantage of the dr-iving alowance, he need
not send his children to school. On the other
hand. if he takes the allowance, he should
lie compelled to send the cbildren to school
reg ularly.

Question put and passed.

Hill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Assembly.
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BILL-TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION.

Received from the Assembly, and read
.a Iirst time.

BiLL-TEArFFI ACT AMENDMENT.

it Committee,

11esumred from tine :1st October; Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair, tine Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAiRMAN: Progress was reported
.on postponed Clause 16, "Driver to stop
-when requested?'

lion. G. WT UNILES: As indicated when
the clause was last tinder consideration, 1
shall move an amendment-

That all words after '"follows," in line 2,
be struck out and the f ollowinig inserted in
lieu:, "No driver of any motor vehicle shall
pass any horse being driven, ridden or led, or
say drove of animanls, iii such a manner or at
such a rate as is likely to endanger the safety
of such horse or drove of animals or- the driver,
rider, or ]ender thereof.''

Under the clause as it stands, motor drivers
would he placed at the nin-rey of any child
driving or leadling a ltorsec or a cow along
the road.

Amendment put andi issed; time clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 24i-Ainendment of
Section 48:-

Hon. H. A. STEPHEu'NSON: I do not
wish to move the amiendmient of which I
have g-iven notice.

Clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. H. STEWART: The subject of the
new clause which appears in my name on the
Notice Paper is dealt with in Clause 35, and
I consider it better to defer my amendment
until the Bill has been recommnitted.

Hon. V. HAMEIRSLEY: When Clause
35 was tinder consideration I suggested the
samne course, but you, Mr. Chairman, con-
sidered that the new clause should be moved
as such.

New clause:

Mon. V. HAMIERSIUEY: I move-
That the following clause be added to the

Bill: ''Every license granted to the driver of
a motor vehicle of a specified kind shall entitle
him, without further payment, to drive any
other kind of motor vehicle; provided that he

Prtoves to the satisfaction of the examiner ap-
Pointed by the Commissioner of Po)lic!e that he
is qualified so to do."'

A motor owner may have a number of
licensed inotor vehicles, while )iis license
define-, the particular kind of vehicle which
hie is licensed to drive. He might find occa-
sion to drive another description of vehicle,
and lie ought not to he called upon to hold
three or four different licenses and pay a
corresjponrliiig number of fees. At my place,
there is a license to drive an Essex car and
there are several licenses to drive Ford cars;
but the holders of all those licensecs could
be summoned and fined if they drove a Ford
lorry whichl I also uise. The new clause
glives the opportonity of including several
different vehicles in one tdriving license, pro-
vided the holder of the license proves to the
examiner his ability to drive those various
classes of motors.

Hon. H. STEWART: Thne Bill as it
stands would not merely require one person
to take out several drivinsf licenses, but in
the case of an establishment with several
people driving one or other of various
motors at different times, would require each
of them to have a sep~arate license for each
of those vehicles. Therefore, it is a ques-
tion, under thle Bill, of each o~f a number of
peo ple having to take out a number of
licenses. The examiner should grant a
license for several descriptions of vehicles
if the applicant proves his ability to drive
them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I referred
this question to tile Crown Solicitor. He
did not like it and made the following re-
marks:-

(1) Section 21 of the Traffic Act provides
tit a driver's license is granted atturising
the licensee to drive a motor vehicle of the
bind therein specified. (2) fin an Act of Par-
liamient every word in the singular numl~r is
construed as including the plural number. (3)
Theriefore the same driver's license can, and
should, if so required, anthorise the licensee
to drive ntor vehicles of several kinds to be
specified in the license, if thle applicant is
qualified to drive theta. (4) The proposed
amendment is not necessary.

Mr. Sayer drafted another amendment anti
su.-.estcd that it should take th 1lc of
thle amendment submitted by Mr. Harnersley.
It reads as follows:-

13a. Subsection- I of Sectien 21 of the
principal Act is hereby amended by substi-
tuting the word "'any'' for the word ''a''
in the fourth line, and by inserting the words
,,or kinds'' after the word ''kind'' in the
fifth line.

1600
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The second would then read as follows:--
21. (1) 'The Commissioner of Police and

An~y member of the police force acting with
his authority msay, subject to this Act, on the
application of anly person, grant and issue an
annual license to such person to drive any
motor vehicle of the kind, or kinds, to be
therein specified.

I think that amendment will cover the
ground that Mr. Hamaersley would like to see
taken in.

Hon. V. HAMIERSLEY: I agree that that
amendment wiIll be better than mne and I
therefore ask leave to withdraw the antend-
sient I have moved.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Time CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That thle following newv clause be added to
stand as l1:-"Subsecton 1 of Section 21
of the principal Act is hereby amended by
substituting the word] 'any' for the word
'a' in the fourth line, and by inserting the
words 'or kinds' after the word 'kind' in
the fifth line thereof.''

New clause putl and passed.

New clause:

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I mov-

That tile 'following new clause be added to
Stand] as Clause 3:-''Part III. of the Third
Schedule to the principal Act as amended by
Section 2 of the Traffic Act Amendment Act,
1925, is amended by deleting time words 'one
shilling,' in line eight, and inserting 'six-
pence' ii. lieu thereof; and is further amended
by striking out 'the niinimum fee being fifteen
shillings,' and inserting in lieu thereof 'the
minimumi fee shall be ten shiflings.' 1

When the Mlain Roads Select Commoittee
were taking evidence, it was ascertained that
the feeling was practically unanimous that
the fees for horse-drawn vehicles were too
high. That feeling prevailed more particu-
larly in the metropolitian area, where motor
traffic has been superseding horse-drawn
traffic. Those engaged in the horse-drawn
traffic are men of small means and they are
feeling- the existing- impost rather keenly.
The object of the amendment is to reduce
the fees and I trust that the Committee will
agree to it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
ment and others have been sprung upon me.
They require consideration and as there are
other amendments still to he considered on
recommittal, I think it would be advisah'e
to report progress at this stage.

Progress reported.

BILL-STATE INSURANCE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 19th October.

RON. H. A. STEPHENSON (Metro-
politon-Suburban) [5.13] : 1 listened atten-
tively the other evening to the Leader of thle
House when hie moyed the second reading
of this Bill. The arguments he advanced in
favour of the Bill were not %very convincing.

Idid not gain that idea, however, because,
of the Minister's lack of eloquence or hsis
p~ersuasive powers, but because lie had a
veiny weak ease. Thle Chief Secretary aslso
resiorted to tactics that are soinetimes ps-ae-
tised by lawyers-when you have a weak
case abuse the other side.

Hion. E. H. Harris: I hope you will not
do that.

lion. H. A. STEPHENSON: I hope to
be able to prove that the abuse of the in-
surasice comfpanlies "'as not justified. I1 have
before mae a statement that was made by the
Minister for Labour to the "West Austra-
han" newspaper and published on the 26th
Junie. In that statement lie gave his reasons
for establishing a 'State trading concern with-
out the consent of Parliamnent. I also have
here a statement published by' the insur-
ance companies four days Afterwards giving
their side of the case. I have no intention
of wearying members by reading those state-
ments. I have made extracts from them and
summnarised them, and will deal with them as
briefly as possible. This Bill w-as brought in
by the Government to legalise the illegal
action of the Minister for Labour in estab-
lishing a State insurance concern agaisnst thle
law of the land. I strongly protest against
that action, for which there wvas no justifica-
tion. Section 4, Subsection 2 of the State
Trading Concerns Act says:-

No trading concerns other than those to
which this Act applies, or shall apply, shall
unless expressly authsorised by Parliament be
hereafter established or carriedl onl by the Gov,-
erment of the State or by any person acting
on behalf of such Government or under its
authority.

Subsection 3 says-
The expression ''trading concern"' means

any concern carried onl with a view to mnaking
profits or producing revensue or of competing
with any trade or industry now or to be here-
after established, or of entering into any busi-
ness beyond the usual functions of State Gov-
erment.

Eon. E. H. Harris: Is there any definition
of a public utility?
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H-on. H. A. STEPHENSON: I have not sistent w-ith obtaining a reasonable profit,
got it here. In the face of this Act and the
conditions set forth therein thle Minister for
Labour rushed in and established another
State trading concern. His action w'as that
of a dictator wvbo flouts the law of the land
that lie has swvorn to obey and administer,
and who endeavours to ride roughishod. over
Parliament.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Under Stand-
ing Order 304 offensive words must not be
used regarding any member of another place.

Haln. H. A. STEPHENSON: I withdraw
the remark. The Minister for Labour stated
that his reason for establishing. the State
Insurance Office was the attitude of the in-
surance companies in refusing to quote a
figure for the insurance of millers suffering-
from the diseases specified in the Third
Schedule of the Workers' Compensation Act,
as amended. He also says lie did everything-
in his power to come to a satisfac-
try arrangemient with the companies.

I do not think the Minister was sin-
cere when he made that statement.
After carefully readling the statements
made by' the Minister, and those ,nade by1
the insurance companies, I have come to
the Conclusion that lie did not do ever v-
thing in his power to bring- about a satis -
factory arrangement. Onl the other hiand
hie with held essential in formation from the
companies, and had evidently. iinde uip hin
mind to pick a quarrel with them, making
that anl excuse for startingl a State insurl-
ance Office, and thereby bluffing through
the Legislative Assembly another plank of
the Labour Party's platform, namely, State
insuran-e. Let us see what actually haop-
pened in connection with the negotiations
between the Government and companies on"
this subject. In the first place when the
amendment to the Workers' Compensation
Act was passed in 1024, it was for the first
time made obligatory on every employer to
effect an insurance. To protect the em-
ployers from any attempt on the part of
the companies to combine and req~uire un-
reasonable rates, provision was made in the
Act that the insurance must he effected
with an incorporated company approved by'
the Minister. That provision seemed to be
a reasonable one, for it protected both the
companies and the employers. At the first
interview with the Minister for Labour anti
the companies, after the amendment was
passed, the Minister stated that his desire
was to see that the rates fixed were con-

for the conduct of the business. That was
very fair as far as it went. Soon after the
Act of 1924, which introduced this new
principle, was passed, a conference was
held with the Minister in reference to the
rates needed for readjustment purposes, in
view of the increased maximun. liability
fromt £500 per man to £870. It will he
remembered that this House increased tile
rate from £500 to £:870 all told. That was
a big increase, and necessitated somie re-
adjustment. At that date the Government
declared their intention of dealing with
certain diseases in connection with the gold
mimning industry. The result of the confer-
ence wvas that the companies provisionally
agreed to rate as required by the Minister
for the usual wvorker-s' compensation risk.
but not for thle risks in connection with
thle miners' diseases referred to in the
Third Schedule. Express provision was
mrade in the agreement for the paymnt of
increased rates should experience show that
the rates agreed upon were inadequate.
'That was fair and reasonable. For this
purpose a special body was created consist-
ing of the Government Statistician, repre-
senting the Government, and the Auditor
General as umnpire between the Government
and the compa~fnies. No rates, however,
were fixed, and not even discussed in
respect to the diseases in question. If
these diseases were so included the risk
would entirely depend upon the number of
miners who were suffering from them.
That w-as only reasonable. Had all thle
miners been free from these diseases esti-
mates might have been pr-epared based on
mortuary statistics, although even theni
they would not be very reliable. The prin-
ciple of extra premiums for extra risks was
well established, and data was to be oh-
tained on which to make a readjustment.
Insurances in respect to miners free froui
the diseases would have operated if effecte'd
12 years prior to the appearance of tile
disease. Quite a different position was set
up when the premium was made to apply
alike to men not suffering from tne
diseases, and to those already suffering
from them. Representatives of the comn-
panies at the conference pointed out to the
Minister that the crucial point was to
ascertain the number of miners already
affected; otherwise it would be impossible
for them to quote a reasonable figure. They
must have some idea of the retrospective
risks they were likely to take, and for
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which they were asked to become liable.
The Minister promised that inquiries would
be made. A board of medical examiners
was appointed to examine all miners en-
gaged in the industry. Before the board
began operations a commission was ap-
pointed to rep~ort to the Government as to
what would be a fair and reasonable
premium for insurances against the lia-
bility of the employer ira respect to the
diseases set forth in the Third Schedule.
Here is a strange thing. Although the
commission was appointed, no representa-
tives of the companies were asked to act on
that commission, nor w-ere they invited to
give evidence before it. 'Members would
faqt,,rnllv say that if the Minister was sin-
cere and earnest, anid wished to bring about
ain amiicable settlenu6nit, lie would eithcr
have appointed a representative of the.
companies upon the commission, or aske.1
witnesses from the companies to give ev--
dence before it. He did not do that. The
commission was, therefore, an ex parts one
so far as the companies were concerne-l.
Onl the data collected by the commission
the companies were advised that it had
reported in favour of a charge of £4 10s.
per cent, to the gold mining employers and
£1 per cent. to employers in the coal mining
and quarry' ing industries, these amounts to
be additional to the present rates. The1
comymssion also said that the companies
would be justified in accepting risks
attached to the diseases specified and in
expecting a reasonable business profit. The
whole value of these recommendations, andl
the only' method of checking them, de-
pended upon the number of miners affected
by the diseases specified. The committee
hald no information on this point. Although
the board of examiners had been appointed,
no work had been commenced. Why the
Minister for Labour could not have waited
until that information was obtained for
the committee I am at a loss to know. The
board did not begin its work until, I think,
the 15th September, 192-5. The commis-
sioner's report to the Minister for Labour
was dated the 2nd June, 1925.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: I think the hon. mem-
ber is referring to the committee.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: Yes.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They took evidence
in September, 1925, so how could the report
be submitted in June, 1025?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: If I said
that the commission submitted a report, I

madle a mistake. The report of the com-
mittee was submitted to the Goyernxnent in
June, 1925.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: On what data was
the repoort based?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I can give
the hou. member that intformiation; it was
rotten data, I can assure him.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I thought it might,
perhaps, be based on the mathematical prob-
abilities of a ticket in Tatts.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The Under-
writer.,' Association wrote asking for infor-
niation, both from the Minister for Mines
and the Minister for Labour. On each oc-
casion the association was met by a refusal.
That refusal was expressed in a letter from
the Minister for Works, a copy of which
has already appeared in "H-ansard." I un-
derstand that ivhilst the Minister for Works
withheld the necessary data, he nevertheless
made it quite clear to the insurance com-
panies that if they did not agree to fix a
rate to his satisfaction, the Government
wvould undertake the business themselves.

Hon. J. R. Brown: What is wrong with
that?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: That goes
to prove my contention that the Minister
was not sincere in his dealings with the in-
surance companies.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He was too sincere.
Hon. H-. A. STEPHENSON: Hon. mem-

bers will agree that the request made by the
companies that the Minister should furnish
them with particulars regarding the number
of miners affected by miners' diseases, and
any other data available, was fair and reas-
onable. Thc information was necessary to
place the companies in a position to quote a
fair, safe and reasonable figure, bearing in
mind the risks and liabilities they were asked
to undertake. The Minister stated that the
reason he would not supply the necessary
infornation was that ill was confidential.
Yet we find that within a week or so of the
negotiations being broken off, the very in-
formation that was asked for by the insur-
ance companies was published in "The
Worker"! There is further proof of the in-
sincerity of the Minister for Labour. Is it
reasonable to suppose that the insurance
companies would deliberately turn down
business?9 It has been said that they de-
liberately did so. There are to-day 60 or
more insurance companies operating in
Western Australia. Those companies have
deposited with the Treasury, in accordance
wvithi the provisions of the Insurance Comn-
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pa~nics Dleposit Act, approximately £300,000, knows the rudiments of the game will appre-
for which they receive 4 2 per cent. interest.
'Those deposits have to be paid in order that
the companies may be allowed to carry on
operations. That £800,000 has been de-
posited as a guarantee that the companies
will carry on their operations in a proper
wanner, and yet we are told that they have
deliberately turned down business! It is too
absurd!

Hion. Sir Edward Wittenooma: Perhaps
they may use that money for State insur-
ance purposes.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The isur-
ailce companies have established an organ-
isation extending throughout the State.
Naturally they are in a position to, and
are anxious to, increase their turnover. It
would be absolutely absurd were their atti-
tudk other than that. What are the com-
panies there foi!

Bon. J. Rl. Brown: To bleed the people
and rob the public.

lion. It. A. STEPHENSON: The comn-
panies are out to get as nuch business as
possible. Th le bigger the turnover the better
it is for them. I can assure y ou, 'Mr. Presi-
dent. that the great majority of the insur-
anee companies are controlledl by men of in-
teg~rity who are held in the highest esteem
not only throug-hout Australia, but through-
out the world. Most of the companies are
doing business all over the world and sed-
donm does one hear of a complaint against
them. It has been said that the companies
contest and fight every claim that is lodged
a2 ainst them.

Hon. J1. H. Brown: You never heard of
any company going hung.

Hon. H. A. STEPHEFNSON: I can state
the facts only as I find them. On one occa-
sion I was unfortunate myself. I had an cx-
periene regarding- a fire involving damage
amounting to between £C16.000 and £2A,000.
The insurance policies were spread over a
number of companies. aid when it came to
a settlement. I bad practically no trouhilr
whatever. Ever 'y adjustment was allowed
practically to my sav tisfaction, and the
money paid over in a short time. That was.
my' experience in &mrnectaon with insur-
ance companies. Corning- back to the nr '--
mreat T was advancing, it will be realised
at once that, as business in, the represen-
tatives of the companies naturally declined
to quote a firiire for the insurance husi-
ness until they wvere in a position to know
the retrospective risks for which they were
to beconme liable. Any business man who

ciate that it was only a fair thing that they
should have that information. No reason-
able Luan could find fault with the com-
panies for adopting safe principles in the
conduct of their businesses. It must not be
forgotten that when the Minister refused to
give the companies the information neces-
sary to enalble them to quote a figure for
the business, they offered, in March last, to
undertake the business as agenuts for the
Government, without profit. W\as that the
action of business men who desired to re-
fuse business, and to create a deadlock? I
ay it was not. In the circumstances it was
at fair and reasonable offer to make. Of
course tlie _Minister did not accep~t the offer.

H-on. J. H.. Brown : W~here did you get
all I his informnati on?9

lion. H. A. STEPIENSON: It is plain
to me t hat the Minister for Labour had
made up) his mind not to accept any offer
fronm I lie inisuran ce companies, b~ecause he
had already decided to establish a State In-
suranee office. I will drawv the attention of
hon. members to the report that has been
referred to. 'That m~ill enable them to
realise upon what basis the Glovernnt es-
tablished the State insuranee business, ja
b~usiness that is likely to rrii int 'o an vthii w,
up to £E500,000 a year or perhaps more. The
commission was asked by the 'Minister to
find out what action should be taken before
issuming the necessary proclamatiqu under
the 'Miners' Phithisis Act 1902, and the
Workers' Colplensation Act 1912- 4
so far as industrial diseases wvere con-
cerned, including- pacuinoconiosis, miner's
lphtliis, aukylostomniasis and nystaga-
lus, and also to advise as to what
would be a fair and re~onable premium
in respect of the-e diseases. I mentioned
the fact that the coinuission had not
before them information that would have

,,re hem great assistance, and would
nodoubt have enabled them to come to a

deiinrel-arding- a reasonable fig-ure. I
refer to the number of miners affected by
the particular diseases I have mentioned.
On that point I have nothing to say against
members of the commission. I believe they
arc all capable men, and I do not wish to
reflect upon them at all. I desire to refer
to the information upon which they' had to
work. The commission could have done
rmuch F-etter had t he Minister for Labour
been sincere and allowed them to wait until
sach time as the medical examination of the
miners had taken place, and the commnis-
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sion could have been acquainted with de-
tails regarding, the number of men affected,
so that they would know the retrospective
liability attached to the insurance question.
On the other hand, the members of the com-
mission discussed the Queensland Act and
found that it was not satisfactory in its
application to Western Australian condi-
tions. They then paid attention to experi-
ences at Broken Hill. Finally the commits-
sion came to the conclusion that the 2IinQ
Workers' Relief Fund operating- in Western
Australia was the only one that fitted the
bill and it was on the operations of that
scheme that they endeavoured to fix a price
relating to the insurance scheme under the
Miners' l'hthisis Act. Mlost people, especi-
ally those on the goldflelds, realise that the
relief fund in question is only a small affair.
Jt i.s a fund into wvhich the employers anid
the employees have been paying for a nun>
her of yeas, but I understand it is very
seldom that the men take advantage of it.
That is because thre payments on account
Of compensation have been ver 'y small.

Hon. E. 11. Harris: It is in accordance
with what they have paid in.

H~on. H. A. STEPHENSON: Paragraph
7 of the report deals with that phase of the
question. After they decided how to base
the amount to he paid they said-

The committee attempted to visunlise the
position that would have been revealed if the
'Miners' Plithisis Act of 1922 or the Workers'
Compensation Act of 1912-24 had been in force.

There is the foundation of this business pro-
positionthat is likel 'y to run the State into
an annual amount of £500.000. It goes to
prove, ai Dr. Saw has pointed out. that it

kabsolutely g uesswork. This attempt at
visualisation makes tue cross, for I know
what the Stlate has suffered by the visualisa-
tion of various people during the past 20
years. Some years mmo a dock at Fremantle
was vi-tuaised. What wva, the result? It
ended in catastrophe, and C250,000 was
dumped into the sea at the mouth of the
S warn River. Acain we had men who visu-
alisd w'hat would happen if we hid State
steamers. We would be able to bring meat
from the North-West and run off the meat
kin~±s then robbing the people, with the re-
sult that we should have meat at half the
price. As a matter of fact it is 100 pcr cent.
denrer to-dos', and the 1 eople who were run-
ning the [ rivate steamer.- are still in the
busiess. Then we had the visualisation of

the Wyndham Meat Works, with the result
of which we ate aU[ familiar. The State
Implement Works was another attempt at
visualisation. Men saw a big factory em-
1)loylng- thousands of operatives and turn-
ing out all the agricultural machinery re-
qluirc-d for this State. What do we find
to-dayf This year alone one Victorian firm
has sent 2,000 harvesters to Wecstern Aus-
tralia. Then by way of another visualisation
we had the State Sawmills. Althoughi those
mills; had the Public Works Department and
the Railways for their otustoniers, the best
they' could do was to co-operate with the

piaefirms in fixing prices. Tee r
many other instances of visualisation.

Hon,. J. Cornell: The lien. member has
forgotten the fish shops.

Hon. ff.A. STEPHENSON: Yes, there
wan the scheme undler which fish were ex-
pocted to blunder into the nets of ateam

trawlers and hie sent to the metropolitan
area and the --oldflelds.

hfo,,. J. M.%. 'Macfarlane: That scheme cost
the State £6,00 in 1S months.

Ifon. 1-1. A. STEPHENSON: Durineg the
last 20 years these various attempts at visti-
alisation have cost the State hundreds of
thousands of pounds and been the means oF
increasing the hieh rote of taxation. It
the Rill passes, it will help, to considerably
increase that imposition. Moreover, the pass-
ing of the Bill will be the thin end of the
wedge in respect of insuraince. The Pre-
mnier has already said it will remain
for this or some other Government to drive
the wved 2e home. As I see it, everyv sledze
hammrer between Wvndham and Eucla will
lie used b)'y the present Government to drive
home that wedge.

Hon. J. Cornell: What is zoinz to hap-
pien if the Bill does not become an Act?

Hon. H. A. STE.PHENSON: That is for
those to eoni~ider who rushed in as they did.
Let we refer to the experience of other
States and eoupitip in attemptiziL to brina
miners diseases within the score of the
Workers' Compensation Acts. In New 7.ea-
land the Worke-s' Compensation Act, which
included miners' di-oases. came into force on
New Year's TDav of lon1A0 ro0 osto
then arose. The miners refused to ondergo
meodical examination, and in the absgence of
the data that such examinations would have
revealed even the State Insurance Office re-
r'sed to undertak;e the ri-ks. Here we find
nn exacetly Parallel resition to that whichi
existed in We'tern Australia in JTune of
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this year, when the Minister for Works re- uled mine, and 20 per cent. in proportion
fused information to the companies. Six
months later the sections in the New Zealand
Act covering miners' diseases were repeale.
Almost exactly the same thing happened in
Tasmania. In 1910 a Bill was introduced
into the Tasmania Parliament amending the
Workers' Compensation Act of the previous
year and including a list of industrial dis-
eases. Amongst others were silicosis, miners'
phthisis, and penulnoconiosis. That Bill was
passed and became the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act of 1920. Then the trouble
began. It was found impossible to
carry the Act into effect, and the
amending Act of 1921, suspending the
miners' diseases sections until Parliamcnt
otherwise provided, was passed. That
action was taken largely as the result of the
Tasmnanian State Insurance Office refusing
to insure against those risks. The suspen-
sion, made operative in 1921, is still in force.
On the 4th July, 1923, a Parliamentary sel-
ect committee wvas ap)poinlted to report on
the formulating of a scheme whereby miners
and those engaged in metallurgical work-
ings might be brought under the operation
of the Workers' Compensation Act. The
committee took evidence all over Tasmania,
and in their report noted that a majority of
the witnesses examined thought it impossible
to apply the Act to miners' diseases. They
accordingly recommended against such ac-
tion, suggesting instead the establishment of
a fund, independent of the Act, to which the
employees should contribute in the propor-
tion of one-fifth, the employers two-fifths
and the Government two-fifths. This pro-
posal, contained in the report of the select
committee presented to the Tasmanian Par-
liament on 21st February, 19M, has not yet
been translated into action. There we have
two instances of the inclusion of miners' dis-
eases in Workers' Compensation Act% and
the subsequent suspension or repeal of the
sections embodying such provisions. Now let
us turn to South Africa, where miners' dis-
eases were never included in the Workers4'
Compensation Act. Instead, they were in-
eluded within the scope of tbe Miners'
Plahisiis Act. In the valuable report of the
Hun. James Cornell, printed by order in
1922, it is noted that funds for the payment
of diseased miners are provided by the mines
on the following basis:-45 per cent. is cal-
cnlated according to the arning of the un-
dergronnd workers, 35 per cent, according to
the rate of miners' phthisis on each sehed-

to the amount each mine has to pay in in-
come tax. The Government pay the whole
cost of administration, It is evident that
the South African Parliament appreciated
from the beginning the futility of attempting
to include miners' diseases in the scope of
the Workers' Compensation Act. I submit
that the only sane and logital way of dealing
with the situation is to do as New Zealand
and Tasmania have already done, and as
South Africa foresawv the necessity for do-
ing, that is, the removal of miners' diseases
from the scope of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act, and their inclusion under the
Miners' Phthisis Act, to which they properly
belong. In that way silicotie miners will be
compensated, as are tubercular miners, from
Consolidated Revenue. Of course compen-
sated they must be.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: I do not think they
have done that in New Zealand and Tas-
mania.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I am giving
what I believe to be facts.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: I do not think they
have passed measures of that kind.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: Since the
prosperity of the State has been largely
dependent upon gold mining in the past,
it is just that the wvhole State should hear
the burden of compen~fsationl.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you suggest that
Consolidate Revenue should compensate the
injured of the mining industry throughiout?

Hon. Hi. A. STEPHENSON: If the mines
are cleaned up and a fresh start is made,
it might be possible, but the only way to deal
with the miners already affected is as I have
suggested.

I-on. J. E. Dodd: I. do not think Tasmania
and New Zealand have passed legislation.
Some steps were taken by the one 15 years
ago and by the other four years ago, but
nothing has been done.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: That speaks
for itself.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I think we should
adopt the South African method.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: According
to the report of the commission set up by
the Government to recommend a rate for the
acceptance of miners' diseases insurance, the
number of gold miners employed on our
goldfields was 3,600. The rate recommended

-- 14 109. per cent. on an average wage of
£C221 per year-would result in a revenue of
approximately £38,000 a year. According to
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a statement by the Minister in reply to a
question in another place, the number of
miners already found by the medical exam-
inations to be silicotic was 5.50, although[
understand the examinations are far front.
complete.

Honl. E. H. Harris: Out Of hlow many ex-
amined?

Honl. H. A. STEPHENSON: I do not
know. Each of those miners is a potentiail
claimant for £370. A little sum, therefore,
reveals the fact that a liability of £E487,200
has been incurred by the State insurance
Office in exchlange for a revenue of £38,000.
That is not good business; an ordinary bus-
iness manl would not undertake it. Muliply
560 by, 870 and we have an app~roximation
in pounds sterling of the extent of the claims
already Proved.

Hton. J. Ewing: What position are the
560 miners in?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: Under the
Workers' Compensation Act any incapaci-
tated miner has a claim up to a maximum
amount of £750, plus £120 for medical and
burial expenses. As a result of the exam-
inations at the Commonwealth Laboratory,
560 miners have been warned that they are
silicotic to a degree that makes it unwise
for them to remain oil, in or about a mine.

Hon. H. Seddon: Not to the extent of be-
ing incapacitated.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: It is obvious
that this enormous liability of £487,000)
against which no premiums worth mention-
ing have been received, is not a fit subject
for insurance. In introducing the Workers'
Compensation Act Amendment Bill, the Mini-
ister for Works said-

This law cannot be made retrospective.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not in order in referring to a debate of the
current session in the Legislative Assembly.

Honl. H. A. STEPHENSON: The state-
ment was made more than a year ago.

The PRESIDENT: If it was not made
in thle current session, the bon. member is
in order in quoting it.

Honl. H. A. STEPHENSON: I under-
stand the statement was made in 1924 or
1925. Mr. McCallum said-

This law cannot be made retrospective, WO
cannot by this law cover the man already
stricken down with miners' phithisis.

Yet that is precisely what is being attempted
by the State insurance office.

Hon. E. H. Harris: How do you arrive
at that conclusion?

Honl. H. A. STEPHlENSON: I shall have
to pass over that qjuestion for the time being.
Men who have been wvarned by the medical
examiners that they w-ould be wise, in the
interests of their health, to leave the industry
are being accepted as risks against whbich
the same amounat of p~remiium1 is being paid
as is demanded for rmim who are free of
disease and have only jiz-t entered the in-
dustr-y. WVhen the Bill to amuend the Work-
ers' Compensation Act was being dealt with
in Committee on the 15th October, 1024, the
Minister for Works said that 98 or 90 per
amnt. of the claims would arise from milling.
Despite that admission, 'Mr. McCallum pro-
fessed to expect that thle insurance com-
panies would underwrite business arising
out of the Third Schedule of the Act at the
rate fixed and wvithout a knowledge of the
true percentage of potential claims. If the
State insurance office be legralised and per-
mnitted to carry this business, the taxpayers
"will find themselves nearlyv half a million
pounds out of pocket in this branch of the
business alone. New Zealand and Tasmania
each made an attempt to cover miners' dis-
eases under the Workers' Compensation Act
and, as I have pointed art, they have failed.
I should now like to refer to the mutch-
quoted State of Queensland, where the
Workers' Compensation Act extends to
miners' diseases. There the rate charged the
mining companies has proved utterly insuffi-
cient to meet the liabilities. In eight years
£75,916 has been transferred from other
funds to meet the deficiency, a policy of
robbing Peter to pay Paul. Notwithstanding
that £75,915 was taken from other funds to
make good the miners' diseases liabilities, a
sum of £20,030 was carried to the debit of
that account at the end of the financial year
1924-25. Under Section 14 of the Queens-
land Workers' Compensation Act, the pro-
visions of which are practically identical
with the miners' diseases sections of the
Third Schedule of oar Act, 803 claims have
been admitted during eight years, an aver-
age of approximataely 100 claims a year.
Western Australia has approximately nine
times as many gold miners as has Queens-
land.

Hon. E. H. Harris: If this Bill be not
passed, there will not be any.
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Hon. hI. A. STEPH1ENS,ON: It is, there-
fore, fair to assume that we shall have nine
times as many claimis tinder the Third
Schedule of our Act as there have been
under the Queensland Act. Members will
appreciate how hugre is this liability that is
being built on such an unsound foundation.
It would mean that the State insurance
office would receive an average of 900 claims
per annum from disabled mniners. Those men
uinder the Act are entitled to compensation
totalling £870 each, a fact that makes the
probable expenditure uinder this beading-
ieach the staggering total of £783,000 per
annum. State trading concerns in Western
Australia last year lost £62,500 of the tax-
payers' money, and a State insurance offie
attempting to carry the burden of 560
silicotie miners, who represent immediate
potential claims against which very few
premiums have been received, would inevit-
ably add greatly to that amount. To under-
take the insurance of those miners would be
deliberately to engage in unprofitable busi-
ness. As I have already stated, the affected
men munst he compensated, hut they should
le compensated in the way I have suggested.
It may be possible to find some other way,
but to adopt the proposa.l of the Minister
for W-orks would mean a tremendous drain
on the taxpayers, who have already been bled
practically white by the losses on the many
State trading conern-s. What those losses
have been, it has been di~iicult to ascertain
owing to the system of accountancy camou-
flaging the real position. I shall vot e against
thie second reading.,

On motion by Hon. Sir William Lathlain,
debate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.mn.

BILL-SHEARE ES' ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assemnbly, and read a
first time.

BILL-ALBANY HARBOUR BOARD.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. Mf.
IDrew-Central) [7.33) in moving the second
reading said -In presenting- this measure for
the creation of an Albany Harbour Board,
the Government firmly believe that members

will welcome the opportunity of making pro-
vision for granting to the responsible busi-
ness people of Albany a long-deferred claim
for the control of our southern port. The
first murmurings in the agitation for tile

'local management of shipping facilities were
heard as far back as 1907; and, since then,
successive Governments have indicated syll-
pathy with the desires of the citizens of
Albany; but this is the first definite attempt
to open the way to the statute-book. In
1917 the Wilson Government authorised the
preparation of a Bill for the establishment
of a hoard, but did not proceed with it be-
cause a sub-committee, appointed by the
local bodies at Albany, took strong exception
to a proviso in the measure stipuilating that
all property acquired fromi the Railway De-
partmnent should be taken over by the board
at the valuation thereof as fixed -by the latest
statement of the assets andl liabilities of the
department. This proviso has now been
deleted in favouir of ain appraisement of the
position as it wvill be upon the inauguration
of the board. It is worthy of mention that
the Great Southern Inter-District Confer-
ence, the Albany Chamber of Commerce, and
all other interests at Albany are anxious
that the control of the port should be vested
in a local board possessing a thorough know-
ledge of the business, offering. Albany is
the legiimate outlet to oversea. markets for
the produce of an important section of the
vast and] fertile Great Southern District. A
rightful share of the produce of or rich
sourthern land should leive our shores for
the world's markets via the adjacent port of
Albany. At present most of our primary
products, gathered by the far-flung railway
system, reach shipping at the better-
equipped ports of Fremantle and Bunbury.
This enticement of products along bottle-
neck routes, and the cent ral isation of loading
facil-ities, can scarcely be regarded as desir-
able in the interests of the State. Every
encouragement should he given for the load-
ing of products at ports which are nearest
to the centres at which the products have
been raised. The Government Statistician
has favoured me with figures revealing the
prosperity of the adjacent wealthy districts
of Katanning, Tanhellup and Plantagenet
for the past three years. I should mention
that only those parts hiave been included
which should he served by the port of Al-
bany. The figures are given under the head-
ing of "Statistical information concerning
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the Katarming, Tambellup, and Plantagenet
districts":-

Total for the three Districts.
Particulars-

1023--24. 1924-25. 192 5-26.

WHEAT CROP~
Acreage stripped for 44,181 30,978 60,063

grain
Production In bushels 342,300 514,177 531,037
Acreage cut for hay 4,600 3,097 1,5
Production, tons .. 3,868 3,876 1,25

OAT CROP-
Acreage Stripped for 39,268 49,848 48,374

grain
Production, bushels 401,301 706,845 477,806
Acrag cut ror tiny 27,484 37,t[2! 37,450
rodcton, ois ... 21,145 34t51)7 32,218

FamiT CROP-
Acreage uinder lmlit 5,536 5,527 5.328

trees
Apples produced,tbnsh- 180,002 288,004 21.9,879J

els
reara produced, bush- 13,020 24,275 22,478

els

SHEEP (NO.) ........... 73,381 679,343 804,057
Wool produced, lbs. 4,0999,483 4,542,707 5,071,066

Mr. Gamin, the Surveyor General and a in-
her of the Railway Adviszory Board, is
greatly interested in the purpose of this Bill;
and in a memlo. to me, dated the 13th Octo-
ber7 be states--

With the construction of the proposed
Hoyup Brook to Cranbrook railway, the M-\an-
jimup) to Aft. Barker linle, also recomimendled
by the Railway Advisory Board, and the PNos-
horton to Denmark railway, which has been
authorised, there seemis no doubt that, when
the country to he served by thesp lines is set-
tied, a very large amiount of produce indeed
will eventually find its way to Albany for
shipmenTt to oVersen put I Consider that the
'Manjinup to M1t. Batrker line especially will
open up One Of the Most extensive :tad finest
belts. of couintry in the State for closer settle-
ment, arid the prodielifn of butter and alflied
products will be very large. Albany appears
to me to be the naturalJ pert for this country.
Also in connection with the development Of
the wheat :areas east of Lake Grace and
Newdegate and out to the No. 1 Rabbit-proof
Fence, it seemis to me that a fine natural liar-
hour like Princess R~oyal harbour will have to
be made use of as a port for the export of
wheat and that, in view of the very large
aniount of freight now going to Fremnantle,
arid which miust be very largely- increased
when the Eastern wheat districts are more
fully developed, the State will be forced to
divert a good deal of the traffic I o surh a
port as Albany.

A notable authority in Sir George Buchanan
does not hesitate to say that wve should giv-e
more attention to the port of Albany. Sir
George has just released the first chapter of
his impressions of Australia's harbour re-
quirements. His introductory comments re-
specting the influences at play in the troubles

of the Fremnantle harbour lack originality,
and for that reason must he east aside. How-
ever, serious ebrisideration should be given
to the views of the etnineut engineer when he
touches on questions within the ambit of his
qualifieations. In the course of his report,
published a few wveeks ago, he states-

It is certainly a mnatter for regret that such
a fine natural harbour -as Albany should not
play a more important part, and be a great
trade centre, On the face of it, it would ap-
pear to be reasonable to develop cominnica-
tions behind Albany, and make it an oversea
port. Wheat is now being grown east of Al-
any as far as. Israelite Bay, which is 100

miles beyond Esperance, where there is a pro-
posal to establish an overseas port, but a ral]-
way3 east of Albany combined with a coastal
servic Ir011 IEsperttice to Albany uiight be
preferable to the establishment of yet another
overseas port.
Further on, Sir George comments--

Albany is one of the finest natural harbours
in Australia. Its development is naturally
dependent on Government policy.
Members will understand the desire that
some alterationr should be made in thle exibt-
ing control of the harbour, so that it may be
centred in one responsible body possessed
of a k-nowledge of the working of the port
and its requirements, and inispiretl by a zeal
to ativncee the interests of the district in
every legitimate way. To-fihy the coni-
trol of the port of Albany is vested
in the Railwauy Department and the
Harbouir and Light Department, and whilst
these authorities discharge their obligations
in what they believe the bust interests of

the State, the Albany business mien feel that
a local authority would be able much more

exp1)edit iously to finalise matters of adminis-
tration, control and upkeep, and so avoid
the circumlocution inseparable from the ex-
isting- system of supervisors. Furthernore,
they urge that a local hoard -would, in its
own interests, endeavour to attract trade
r1igtly belonging to the port. If the mneasure
creates this energetic. force, something wvill
have been done, indeed much will have been
accomiplished. Although Albany has had
snore prosperous and happier times, accord-
ing to the list of the principal ports of N-us-
tralia, compiled by the Commonwealth Sta-
tistician, it holds to-day on a "tonnage en-
tered basis," the fourteenth position. Fre-
mantle has the sixth. During the year ended
30th June, 1q24, 148 vessels of 817,132 gros
tons, entered the port as against 183 vessel-;
of 1,083,424 gross tons for the previous
financial year. The decrease is attributable
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to the reduced number of vessels calling at
Albany for bunkers. The decline was in
respect to wheat vessels proceeding overseas
from the Eastern States, and was due mainly
to the British seamen's strike. Eight vessels
called for fruit during the same period and
loaded 116,052 cases as against eight vessels
loading 118,000 eases the previous season.
Three v-essels lifted part cargoes of wheat
during the season, the quantity shipped
being 43,407 bags. Twenty-five steamers
called for "bunkers only" and shipped
14,358 tons as compared with G3 vessels load-
ing 18,000 for the previous period. The pas-
sensger steamers of the Blue Funnel line are,
in future, to run in eonjnction with the
vessels of the Aberdeen and Liverpool White
Star line, and will make Albany their port
(of call outwards. This innovation should
give a valuable stimulus to trade and prove
a very welcome asset to the port. In comn-
paring the activities at the ports of Albany
and Bunbury during the year ended .3061
June last, we get the folk-wving fig-ures:

flunbury
-Harbour Albany.

Board._

tonls. tons.
Cargo tionnage Inwards 7:465 24,007
Cargo tonnage outwards. Inludingj 378671 26,281
- - coal bunkered
Vessels using the Fort (No.) 138 146
Gross Tonnage of Vessels...... .. 565,862 817,132
Average gross tonnage .. 4,028 5,621

The revenue and expenditure figures are of
interest. The earnings of the two jetties
at Albany under the control of the Railway
Department during the just closed financial
year amounted to £7,660 as against £9,607
for the previous financial year. The expen-
diture for the same periods totalled £4,231
and £4,648. The Chief flarbour M1aster re-
ports that his department collected revenue
during the year ended 30th June, 1926, as,
follows :-Pilotage, £1,120 2s. 6d.; tonnage,
£.3,224 19s. 3d.; a total of £4,345 is. 9d.
The figures of the Harbour and Light De-
partment for the previous financial year are
almost the same as those just quoted. The
clauses in this Bill are almost identical with
the provisions of the Bunbury* Harbour Act,
so I will not weary members wvith a recital
of something that is already on the statute-
book. The sole difference from the Eunliury
Act is in respect to Clause 61, Subelause
(5), which provides that regulations for the
care of ercplosives shall lhe subject to the
provisions of the Explosives Act, 1805. The

reference to the Explosives Act does not
appear- in the Bunbury Act. In conclusion
I should like to emphasise the fact that the
Act is to he brought into operation by pro-
elaiation. Power is only sough~t for the
Government to create the corporate body
when it is deemed desirable to do so. The
auLthority asked is thuts one that can be safely
granted since local vondition wvill have t)
supply the mnotive for exercising it. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Ron. A. Burvill, debate ad-

journed.

BILL-WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
ACT AMENDMENT.

In. Committee.

Resumed fr-om the .20th October; Hon.
A1. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause (i-Amiendmnent of Section 20:

The CHISEF SECR3ETARY: I move an
fli~elldment-

That tile following subelauses be added:-
"(6) [nl the0 Case of ally liquors paying excise
or custom duties, the measures set forth in
any Act dealing with such liquors shall be
held to satisfy the requirements of this sec-
tion in regard to mneasure. (7.) This section
shall not take effect until tho expiration of
six months from the comnmencemeat of this
Act. '

Hon. J. NUCHOLSON: I have been in
communication with the Solicitor General
in respect of this clause, but I have not
been able to gfet anything finalised up to
the present time, if the Leader of the
IHouse will allow the clause to be post-
poned, probably by to-morrow we may hear
from the Solicitor General.

The CHTTEF SECRETARHY: I move-
That the further consideration of the clause

be postponed.
Motion passed; the clause postponed.

Clauses 7 to 16-agreed to.

Clause iT-Amendment of Section 51:
The CM-IEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
That in line 2 of paragraph (q2) after the

word ''repairers," insert ''other than persons
employed by and working nder the direct
supervision of a licensed scale repairer.''
The employer will be licensed, and, under
the amndment, anyone condacting- repairs
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,will be under the employer's supervision.
The amiendment modifies the clause.

Hon. J. 1U. MIACFARLANE: The Chief
Secretary's amendment clarifies the posi-
tion which I thought was somewhat Clouidy.
Knowing now that the amendment will
allow the employer to be the licensed man,
having full control over those wvlo have
skilled adjustment work to carry out, I am
prepared to support the Chief Sceretary'
amendment and will not move the amnend-
ment appearing in my name on the Notice
Paper.

Amendment put and passed;, the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL--RESERVES (No. 1).

In Committee.

Resumed from 20th October; Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Proposed new Clause 14:
The CHIRMAN : Mr. Yelland bad

moved for the insertion of a new clause, to
stand as Clause 14, as follows:-

Every sale made by virtue of this Act shall
be by public auction, commencing at an upset
price determined by the board of trustees in
whomn the land is vested:. Provided that if no
bid is received at or above the upset price so
fixed, the land may be disposed of by private
treaty, or otherwise.

New clause put and passed.

Schedule:

Sir WVILLIA.M LATHLIN: I move an
amendmient-

That the following be added to stand as
Part IlL: -''That portion of said Reserves
5574 and 8722, one chain wide, abutting on.
Richardson-street, which extend, from Mel-
ville-terrace to the south-west boundary of the
portion of Reserve 8722, set apart as a park-
ing reserve, and that portion of Reserve 5574,
one chain wide, abutting on Amherst-street,
which extends from Melville-terrace to the
south-west boundary of the portion of Reserve
5574, set apart as a parking reserve.

The people of South Perth are very keen
on securing this amendment.

Non. G. Potter: It seems very necessary.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: I think the pro-
vision for a parking reserve should be
struck out. It means that the motor traffic
will have to cross the tram line and the only
footpath there is in the area. A parking
reserve should he made along the Zoo fence.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM% LATH.LAIN: The
authorities of the Zoo couldi use their re-
serve for parking purposes, hut that would
cuit into the big square which has already
been agreed upon. This amendment will
give to the people a perfect square which
otherwise would not be obtainable.

Amendment put and passed; the Sche-
dule, as amended, agreed to.

Title-a -reed to.

Bill reported with amnendmaents.

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Oommittee.

Hon. J. Corniell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.

Clause 5-Amendment of Section 20:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That the following words be added:--'aad
by inserting in paragraph (b) thereof, after
the figures '1907,' the words and figures 'and
Section 2 of the Public Education Acts
Amendment Act, 1919.? '

The Education Act contains compulsory
provisions oblig-ing- parents to send their
children to school to receive the ordinary
education,' and pr-ovides for appearances in
the Children's Court for failure in such
cases. 'Under the Act of 1919 the parents
of deaf, blind or mute children arc also
compelled to have them suitably instructed
in varioiis ways, hut no provision was made
for neglect in such cases to be dealt With
in the Children's Court.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 6 to 14-agreed to.

Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 8.16 p.m.

loll


